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INTRODUCTION.

I SHALL NEVER FORGET THE DAY
WHEN [ FIRST MADE ACQUAINTANCE
WITH OMAR KHAVVAM. IT WAS YEARS
AGO, “I SHALL NOT SAY HOW MANY,
BUT NOT MANY,” THAT FITZGERALD'S
TRANSLATION WAS LENT TO ME TO
READ BY A YOUNG LADY WHQ HAS
SINCE BEEN FOUND ‘“DEAR TO THE
MUSES,” AND WHOM DESTINY HAD
EVIDENTLY MARKED OUT FOR SYM-
PATHY WITH PERSIAN SCHOLARSHIP,
MISS MARY ROBINSON, THE CHARMING
POETESS, WHO IS NOW THE WIFE OF
THE DISTINGUISHED ORIENTALIST, MR.
DARMESTETTER. SHE HAD HERSELF,
IF 1 REMEMBER RIGHTLV, BEEN IN-
TRODUCED TO OMAR BY THE LATE MR.



. W GODWEN, A MAN WHOSE RARE
ABILITIES WAVE INEXPLICABLY LEFT
FESS MARK UPON THE TIME THAN
MIGHT  HAVE BEEN  EXPECTED. TO
SAY O THAT THE RUBMYAT WERE A
RIVFLATION TO  ME  AND  THAT |
ADORLD THL REVELATION WOULD BL
P [O CONVLY A PITIFUL AND MEA-
GRW SENSE OF MY l:.;-’l'lll'.\'l.\S\l. I
PRANK THE RED WINT OF OMAR FROM
THE BNCHWNTED CIHNLICE QF FIFZ-
GERALD AND GLORIED, AS  JOYOUSLY
AS OMAR HIMSELF, IN THE INTOXICA-
1ION FHE ROOK WAS NOT MINE TO
KEEP, BUT I KNEW 1T ALMOST Y
HWIEART BEIVORL 1 PYRTED WITHH I ¢
AND 1 SPLEDILY HAD AN OMAR OF MY
OWN FROM TLHS OMAR WITH INFINITY
PAINS T MADE A SAMALL COPY WIHICHT b
CARRIE D ABOUT  WITHIL ME, CARRIFD
WITEH ME IN WANDERINGS TO 1FPALY
AND KEAD AND RE-READ RLAD
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